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BOOK NOTICES. 



La Flandre. Etude Geographique de la Plaine Flamande en 
France, Belgique et Hollande. Par Raoul Blanchard. ix and 

530 pp., 48 Photographs, 76 Figures, including maps in Text and 2 Maps in 
colours. Armand Colin, Paris, 1906. (Price, 12 fr.) 

This large octavo, handsomely produced, is a geographical study of the first 
class. It is especially welcome because no similar study has ever been made 
of the Plain of Flanders. The task assumed by Dr. Blanchard was to give 
thorough geographical treatment to a distinct geographical unit extending along 
the seaward parts of France, Belgium and the Netherlands. He had the moral and 
substantial support in his laborious undertaking of a number of leading societies 
and institutions, including the Geographical Society of Lille, the University of 
that city, and the Dunkerque Society for the Encouragement of Letters, Science 
and Arts, which bore the expense of printing the book. 

The result is a fine volume in which the subject is developed in a logical and 
orderly manner, illustrated with, many characteristic photographs and helpful 
maps, while the footnotes really form a comprehensive bibliography of the litera- 
ture relating to Flanders down to the present time. The book opens with a con- 
cise account of the name Flanders and its geographical application; the climatic 
characteristics and their influences are then treated, and a discussion of the 
geology of the Flemish depression leads naturally to descriptions of the soils 
and relief forms, and the influence of the drainage upon the topography. 

The past and present condition of the coasts, the dunes, the polders and other 
physical aspects of the maritime regions lead up to chapters on the origin and 
nature of the ports, the evolution of the towns, the war against the sea and the 
reclamation of the wastes. The evolution of the interior of Flanders, with its 
higher lands and forests, its great industries, its cities, and descriptions of the 
life, manners and distribution of its inhabitants fill a' number of chapters, and, 
finally, the commercial routes and Commerce, the excessive density of the popu- 
lation and its Consequences, and the necessity for emigration, bring the work to its 
conclusion. 

Treating many sides of the questions before him, incessantly defining cause 
and describing result, the author's entire work leads to the conclusion so tersely 
expressed by Michelet: "Flanders was made, so to speak, in spite of nature. It 
is a work of human labor." This valuable book will give many readers an oppor- 
tunity to become better acquainted with peculiar features of the geography of 
parts of three great countries. 



